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Abstract

The objectives of this research were to study 1) knowledge and knowledge resource of the agricultural
extension officers and farmers, 2) the creation of sub-district agricultural development plan and satisfaction of the
agricultural extension officers, 3) participation and opinions of farmers in creating sub-district agricultural
development plan, 4) problems and suggestions of the agricultural extension officers in the creation of sub-
district agricultural development plan and 5) needs in potential development of the agricultural extension
officers in the creation of sub-district agricultural development plan. The population of this research included 1) 52
agricultural extension officers from district agricultural offices in Phattalung province. Data were collected
from the entire population by using questionnaires 2) 130 farmers who supported the creation of sub-district
agricultural development plan and 3) selecting the farmers through purposive sampling with the total number of
22 people for focus group. Data were analyzed to determine frequency, percentage, minimum value, maximum
value, mean, standard deviation, and ranking. While the qualitative data, were analyzed content and
categorize. categorize. The results were found out that most officers were female with the average age of
38.31 years and with a graduated bachelor degree. They held a position of agricultural extenist at practitioner
level and had average experiences of total extension work and present position with 7.77 years and 5.90 years
respectively. They received the average training in creating agricultural development plan of 1.56 times. Most
farmers were male with the average age of 53.84 years and completed higher secondary education/vocational
certificate. 69.2% were village agricultural volunteers and 43.8% were committees of service center and sub-
district agricultural technology transfer. 1) Knowledge of the officers and farmers were at the high level and
received knowledge from knowledge resources in the form of activity media the most. 2) The officers
performed the work according to the processes of the creation of sub-district agricultural plan at 78.8 — 100%
and had satisfaction, of overall, at the high level. 3) Overall farmers participated at the moderate level, and
opinions at the high level. 4) Problems of the officers were at the moderate level and agreed with the
suggestions, at the high level. 5) The officers indicated to receive potential development at high level with
the procedures in determining development direction/target at the highest level. Suggestion regarding the
development guidelines in four potential development aspects included processes in creating Sub-District
agricultural development plan that is appropriate for the current situation, related officers are constantly
potential development, the receiving of support there is a clear manual, budget and equipment to
support operations, and other aspects are characteristics of the sub-district agricultural development plan

is consistent with the problem and the needs of farmers and communities

Keywords: Sub-district agricultural development plan, Agricultural extension officer, Phatthalung Province
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